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Press Information for Gary Rower Vintage Airshows

The Show

Gary started performing at air shows and entertaining audiences with his 1942 PT-17 Stearman in 2002.  The show highlights Gary’s skills as a professional aerobatic pilot.  The way he performs in the

Stearman as some spectators describe, “it’s like ballet in the air.”  The Stearman is large and loud, yet beautiful and graceful at the same time.


Gary’s performance in the Stearman is filled with giant barnstormer loops, hammerhead turns, slow rolls, a Cuban eight, inverted flight, snap roll and one of his favorite maneuvers, the Outside Humpty Bump.

The Stearman


The Stearman began life as a basic flight trainer for the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1942, one of nearly 10,000 of its kind.  More pilots trained in the Stearman than any aircraft in history.  In 1973 the aircraft was completely reconstructed.  At this time the 220 horse power seven-cylinder engine was replaced with a nine-cylinder nearly 1000 cubic inch, 450 horse power Pratt and Whitney Wasp Junior engine.  It was also fitted with a fuel and oil system capable of sustained inverted flight as well as a nine foot prop that is nearly supersonic throughout the air show performance.


In 2001 the Stearman was fully disassembled again and rebuilt making it one of the newest 66 year old aircraft out there.
Engine P&W R985 




50% Cruise:  110kts
Wingspan:  32.17 feet




Horsepower:  450+

Stall: 55 kts





Length:  24.83 feet

Max Alt.:  Classified




Height:  9.33 feet

Max Speed: Classified




Range: 175 nm

Empty Weight:  2536lbs.



Rate of Climb:  Classified

Gross Weight:  Classified




Max Fuel:  46 gallons

Inverted Fuel and Oil System







