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Press Information for Gary Rower Vintage Airshows

Bio of Gary Rower
Gary Rower is a veteran airshow performer.  He has entertained audiences all over
the United States at airshows both large and small.  He performs with a Level 1 Unrestricted/Surface Level Waiver.

Gary began flying at age 16 from an apple orchard in upstate New York.  Since that time he has accumulated more than 15,000 hours of flying all over the world.  While a cadet at the United States Air Force Academy he became a soaring instructor and was Captain of the USAF Academy Soaring Team that competed in the SGS 1-26 National Championships.  Following graduation from the Academy, Gary attended USAF pilot training at Vance Air Force Base in Oklahoma from which he was a Distinguished Graduate.

His assignment out of pilot training was to what was then the Air Force’s newest fighter, the F-16 Fighting Falcon first at Hill AFB in Utah, then Nellis AFB in Las Vegas and finally Torrejon AB, Spain.  These were the early days of the F-16 and Gary was the 136th USAF pilot worldwide to achieve 1000 hours in the aircraft.  During that time he became an instructor and flight evaluator, participated in several Red Flags and was awarded Top Gun.  While in Spain, Gary trained with NASA as part of the Space Shuttle contingency team for the diversion on lift-off.

In 1986 Gary left active duty and joined a major airline which he has been flying with for 22 plus years.  During the late 1980’s, he continued flying the F-16 with the Air Force Reserve in Utah.  He currently holds an Air Transport Pilot rating in the Boeing 767,757,737 and DC-9 and flies to Europe, Africa and South America.  


Gary is the founder and senior partner of Century CRM, LLC, an aviation safety training and consulting company focusing on safety training of corporate and charter flight departments.  He is a member of the Board of Directors and chairman of the Safety Management System Development Committee for ICAS (the International Council of Airshows).
